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restoring and maintaining peace and order. Though, for all practical purposes, he was quite
independent, he did not proclaim independence but continued to consider himself a viceroy
of the Mughal emperor. He died at the age of 79 in 1748. His death was followed by a
struggle for succession.
Nasir Jung proclaimed himself the Nizam and took command of the treasury and the
troops. Though none of his brothers objected to this, his sister's son Muzaffar came forward
to claim the throne stating that he was designated as successor by his grandfather. Muzaffar
also obtained a firman from the Mughal court recognising his title and sought the assitance
of Dupleix, the Governor of the French Company, to enforce his claim. With the blessings
of Dupleix, he proclaimed himself as Nizarn of the Deccan from Arcot (now in Tamil Nadu).
He gratefully gave away Masulipatam and the adjoining Divi region to the French in return
for their support. Meanwhile, the English Company came forward to support Nasir Jung, who
marched against his nephew. When a battle seemed inevitable, Muzaffar delivered himself
into the hands of his uncle. Dupleix met the crisis with tact. He created dissensions In the
camp of Nasir Jung through his contacts with the Nawabs of Cuddapah and Kurnool and led
a sudden attack on him. Nasir Jung was killed in the confusion. Dupleix secured the release
of Muzaffar and proclaimed him as Nizam. In return, Muzaffar made Dupleix governor of the
territory south of the Krishna.
Accompained by Bussy, one of the ablest officers of the French company, Muzaffar set out
to reach Hyderabad. The Nawabs of Cuddapah and Kurnool, who felt let down by him and
by Dupleix, conspired and got Muzaffar murdered on the way (Feb 14, 1751). Muzaffar's son
was an infant at the time. The revenue minister of the late Nizam, Srlkakulam Ramadas, alias
Rajah Raghunath, bribed Bussy to get Salabat Jung, the third son of Nizam-ul-Mulk declared
as the Nizam. Bussy brought the new ruler to Hyderabad and, nursing a good relationship
with him, strengthened the French influence and power in the capital, Hyderabad.
The de facto ruler of the Marathas, Peshwa Baji Rao, refused to recognize Salabat Jung
and declared war against him. Bussy managed to mollify him by arranging a treaty with him
in accordance with which the Nizam had to cede the western half of Berar to the Marathas.
Bussy's influence over Salabat Jung was resented by a large section of the nobles In the
court, led by a general, Rukhn-ud-Daulah. When Bussy fell ill later and retired to Masulipatam,
they attempted to take advantage of his absence and dislodge the French from Hyderabad.
In this they sought the help of the English company. But, before any harm could be done,
Bussy returned and put down the rebellion.
By that time Salabat Jung found himself in financial straits. He could not pay the agreed
amount towards the maintenance of the French soldiers. So, to make good the arrears and
also to cover the future expenses, he ceded the Northern Circars - from Srlkakulam down
to Kondapalli (Mustafanagar) - to the French. Bussy received It as a personal j&glr first but,
later handed It over to the French Company (1754).